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Revenue Assistant, hoping to get some of the canal
colony land that was being distributed. They had failed
in their quest, but took it philosophically and had
consoled themselves with a few purchases in the bazaar.
One had bought a six-anna slate for his boy; another
some cotton seed for his buffalo, and a third a hurricane
lamp to hang up at his well when he worked it at night.
The lamp was to take the place of the old-fashioned
wick in a saucer, which consumed more oil and was at
the mercy of every wind.  Unfortunately, like almost
everything that finds its way into the village from the
West, it was much uglier than what it replaced. That,
however, it was required at all is characteristic of the
district and of its capacity for work.   Few such pur-
chases are likely to be made in Gurgaon.
Fireplaces     A little farther we came to the village where these
and Dung- Arains lived. It had about 100 houses. Many of them
cakes were pUkka, and this was mostly the result of forty or
fifty men having done well in East Africa and elsewhere.
The newest, still without a roof, belonged to a tanner,
and a very good one to a carpenter.  This one had a
fireplace and chimney, but the owner admitted that it
was mainly for beauty and adornment (khubsurati and
sajdwat} and only occasionally, as for instance at a
marriage, for warmth.  The cooking was done in an
ordinary chula.1 There are several other fireplaces in the
village, all more decorative than useful. The introduc-
tion of the fireplace has iiot therefore affected the
burning of the dung-cake. 'But*, said one of the Arains
showing us round, 'we know very well the value of
manure, only we have nothing else to burn.' To prove
that he valued it, he showed us his cattle-shed. Sand is
put down every five or six days to catch the droppings
of the cattle, after which it is carted out to the fields,2

1  A fireplace made of mud-plastered earth.

2  In a number of French farms seen three or four months later practice on
this point varied greatly. In one, in Tourraine, the litter was removed twice
a dayj in another, in Les Landes, only once a year. In this case a thick top-
dressing of earth and grass was spread over the old litter once a montM